
 
 

March 2018 Newsletter 
 
 (Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

2018 Calendar of Events: 
Mark your calendars. Dates for next year’s meetings 
have been reserved. Programs and some event dates 
are still to be determined. 
March 10: Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 
April 14: Annual Club Auction and Raffle. 
April 20-22: LSBF Convention. Longview. 
April 21-22: Japanese Garden Spring Festival. 
May 6: 9AM- noon, Sunday. Visiting speaker Roy 
Nagatoshi. 
May 18-20: Exhibition. Rose Room.  
Friday night: set-up. Viewing Saturday & Sunday. 
June 9: Spotlight on Serissa, Snow Rose. 
July 14: Spotlight on Ficus species. 
Aug. 11: Annual Club Members Business Meeting. 
Sept. 8: TBD 
Oct. 13: LSBF traveling speaker? 
Oct. 20-21: Japanese Garden Fall Festival. 
Nov. 10: TBD 
Dec. 8: Christmas Party. 
 

 

It’s time to renew your 
membership for 2018! This  
will be your last newsletter if 
you haven’t renewed your 
membership for 2018. 
 

President’s Message  
By Dan LeBlanc 

 Once again hello to all the FWBS members. 
March  has  arrived  and  I  hope  this  crazy  winter  is 
behind us. I’m looking forward to spring. Cold and 
rain and now more rain, rain, rain. To bad we can’t 
schedule some of this for July and August when I will 
be complaining about the drought. Any way that is 
the weather in Texas and our bonsai trees will 
survive; I hope. I continue to be encouraged by the 
growth of our club in 2108. And hope all the new 
members continue to come to our meetings.  
 A big; Thank You to everyone who helped 
out  with  the Juniper  tree  styling  at  our  last  FWBS 
meeting.  This is one of our only ways to generate 
revenue for the FWBS so all your help is appreciated. 
Also I think we all had a good time styling the trees. 
These  are  the  trees  that  we  will  be  selling  to  the 
public during the Japanese Garden Spring Festival as 
well as the Japanese Garden Fall Festival. 
 The  Japanese  Garden  Festival  in  April  will 
fall on the same weekend  as the  LSBF convention 
this year so we will need to coordinate the display 
and sales area. Many of the members will be at the 
LSBF convention. We can discuss this in more detail 
although we will need some volunteers from the club 
to help out. 
 In addition to the Japanese Festival we have 
a lot coming up for the FWBS in the next few months 
so make sure to mark your calendars for some of our 
upcoming events. March is the Bonsai Smith 
workshop and April is our Annual Club Auction and 
Raffle.  If  you  are  new  and  have  not  been  to  the 
Auction and Raffle this is a great opportunity to pick 
up some great bonsai related material at a really good 
price.  
 As  always  please  continue  to  visit  the  Fort 
Worth Bonsai website. Everyone is encourage to add 
bonsai  related  information.  Im  hoping  we  can  get 
some more participation to generate interest in our 
club. http://fortworthbonsai.org 
 In addition to our new website we now have 
a  Facebook  page  that  is  up  and  running.  We  have 
finally been able to remove the old bogus sight  so 
you will be on the correct sight if you search for Fort 
Worth Bonsai Society.     
 Please  remember  to  save  the  dates  for  the 
LSBF Convention in Longview April 19-22, 2018. It 
looks  like  they  have  secured  some  great  artists  for 



this convention so you won’t be disappointed.  More 
info to come as of now you can register at: 
 
http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/2018-convention 
 
We are still in need of a club secretary so if anyone 
can volunteer we would greatly appreciate the help. 
 I’m looking forward to seeing and getting to 
know you all at our regularly scheduled meetings this 
year, 
Happy Styling, 
Dan 
 

March’s Program: 
Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 
By Program Chairman Estella Flather 
 
 This month we have another workshop with 
Howard  and  Sylvia  Smith  of  Dallas.  All  members 
may bring one or two trees to get advice and hands 
on  help  with  design  issues,  pruning  techniques  or 
other areas where you need assisstance. The original 
idea for these workshops was to bring the same trees 
to  be  able  to  learn  refinement  strategies  over  long 
time periods. Demonstrations create “instant” 
bonsai, but how to develop and maintain the tree over 
a long period of time is just as important as the initial 
styling. However you don’t need to bring the same 
tree if you would rather get help with  a different tree.  

Last Month’s Meeting:  
Creating Juniper Bonsai to sell 
at the Japanese Festivals. 
 

 

Cartfulls of junipers were the raw material to make 
junipers to sell at the Japanese Festivals this Spring 
and Fall.  

 
Completed Juniper bonsai. 
 

 
Thanks to everyone who came out to work on the 
junipers. This is one of our club’s main money 
making projects. The sale of these bonsai will 
provide funds for future speakers and programs that 
all our club members can enjoy. 
 

 



 Hi Bonsai Friends, 
 Shannon Gilliland from Longview has 
kindly sent us the design of the convention T-shirt, 
please refer to attachment for more details.  More 
official news below. 
 The Convention Tee shirts are all cotton, run 
a tad small but don't shrink when washed! They 
come in sizes X-small to 4X. They will be $20 each, 
not the $24 on the registration. 
Please share this with your members! 
Shannon Gilliland 
Longview Bonsai Society 
 

 
 

2018 LSBF Convention 
 The brochure and registration for the 2018 LSBF 
Annual Convention is now available on the LSBF 
website. Below is some additional information. 
 
2018-LONE STAR BONSAI FEDERATION ANNUAL 
CONVENTION: “Blooming Bonsai” hosted by the 
Longview Bonsai Society on April 20-22, 2018. 

 Hilton Garden Inn, Longview, Texas 
 Featured artists: 

“Bonsai Boon” Manakitivipart, California 
Rodney Clemons, Georgia 
Mike Lane, Florida 

 Registration available on the website: 
http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/12/ 2018-LSBF-Blooming-Bonsai- 
Brochure_web.pdf 
Regards, Ben 
Ben Karlson 
bkarlson@gmail.com 

FEBRUARY BONSAI 
By John Miller  
  
 After a long time, all things human has to come 
to an end.  I do not know just when I will write the last 
issue of these monthly articles.  That will depend 
primarily on the health of my wife and I.  If medical issues 
force me to a change of address that could be 
instantaneous & without any forewarning.   
 I would like all members to think about writing 
the article and to talk with their editors.  It would be better 
if the article in your newsletter was written be someone 
with a knowledge of your local conditions and timing. Its 
really not that difficult. 
 Regardless of where you live in Texas, there are 
probably three things calling for your immediate 
attention.  Repotting is still being needed; new growth is 
running rampant and needs to be controlled; and you must 
keep  any  tree  to  be  exhibited  at  the  spring  shows  well 
groomed.  Throw on top of that an aphid invasion or some 
scale and you should be plenty busy. 
 After growth starts some species can  take a 
couple degrees of frost but unless you know what your 
particular tree can take you should keep it from freezing.  
Also, newly growing roots are more tender.  In this area 
you should keep the new foliage out of the strong winds 
however they should have some breeze to help harden the 
new foliage and to help prevent insects and fungal 
diseases. 
 By this time most of you have finished repotting 
the early breaking species.  Late starting species like the 
yaupons  and  most  oaks  might  still  be  candidates  for 
repotting this year.   
 In  order  to  develop  the  ramification  and  fine 
twigs you want you must be pruning the new growth as 
its develops.  Waiting until the shoots are three or four 
inches or longer results in coarse twigs with long 
internodes.  These will have to be cut off and new ones 
developed if you are to have a good bonsai.   
 Essentially there are two kinds of growing habits, 
those with leaves growing alternately on the twigs, e.g. 
elms, oak, and hawthorn, and those with opposite growing 
leaves, e.g. maple.   
 The alternate growing leaves start out with small 
leaves  and  each  succeeding  leaf  will  be  larger  and  the 
internodes longer.  Also each leaf will have a latent bud 
in each leaf axial.  If you let the shoot grow to 4 or 5 new 
leaves  and  cut  it  back  to  2  or  3,    you  will  be  keeping 
smaller  leaves  and  also  getting  twice  as  many  growing 
tips on each branch and each will be a finer twig.  Keep 
this up and you will soon have nice development on the 
branches of your bonsai.  In determining whether to cut to 
two or three, note the direction that you wish the end of 
the branch to take and cut to the leaf which has the bud on 
that side of the branch.  Note: If last years twig has been 



let grow long it should be cut back to the first 2-3 buds 
and start over. 
 Tweezers  are  almost  a  necessity  in  refinement 
working on maples.  The opposite growing leaves clasp 
the new growing tip and will be extending from the old 
bud but on a lengthening stem.  If the new tip is taken off 
as soon as the leaves separate, the result is that the leaves 
will be smaller and the stem will stop lengthening.  Then 
two new tips will pop from the new leaf axials and you 
will repeat the tip plucking.  Tweezers work much better 
for this job.  I will sometimes separate the new pair of 
leaves from the new tip with tweezers but be careful not 
to bruise them. 
 As the weather warms up the insects will surely 
make their appearance.  Use the foliar spray (1 tablespoon 
each of fish emulsion, liquid kelp, molasses, and 5% apple 
cider vinegar per gallon of water, as often as necessary  to 
control  aphid,  mites,  caterpillars,  etc.    Spring  usually 
means wet weather so weather for fungal problems such 
as blackspot.  I usually only get it on hollys and elms.  You 
can  use  a  1%  solution  of  hydrogen  peroxide  or  baking 
soda spray for fungal problems.  Do not mix baking soda 
with the foliar spray or any acid. 
 Fertilizing  is  necessary  once  the  trees  start  to 
grow.  Too many trees exhibited do not have a good dark 
green foliage.  Since we are using soilless mixes for the 
most part, a different technique is required than used for 
most  potted  plants.    Water  soluble  chemical  fertilizers 
should be used at half strength and more often since they 
will wash out with the next watering.  The same is more 
or  less  true  with  liquid  organic  fertilizers.    The  best 
technique  is  to  use  solid  organic  fertilizers.    Fertilizer 
cakes on the surface is the best way.  They break down 
slowly and a small amount is carried into the root zone 
each time you water.  Pelletized organic material can be 
spread on the surface also but they tend to crumble and 

create an undesirable surface.  Be sure that the material 
you use has a balanced formula and not high in nitrogen. 
 
 
 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 
on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 
Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 
where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  
For more information see our website at: 
fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 
 dan@callgenesis.com 
Vice President, Programs: Estella Flather 
 eflather@sbcglobal.net 
Treasurer: Mark Bynum 
 mark.bynum12@att.net 
Secretary: Ni Guttenfelder 
 nkt6918@yahoo.com 
Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 
Special Projects: Bruce Harris 

bruceharris8175@gmail.com
 LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 
Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 
Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather    
eflather@sbcglobal.net
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